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Seifert praises 
third-round pick 


By Matt Maiocco 

STAFF WRITER 

SANTA CLARA — WheTTfookie 
wide receiv e Terrel/*Owen^ First 
caught a uf—tlitJ '59ers’ 

playbook, he probably thou^t it 
was a large-print edition of “War 
and Peace.” 

By comparison, the blueprint 
for the offense at NCAA Division I- 
AA Tennessee-Chattanooga was 
more like “Dick and Jane.” 

Owens has size: 6-foot-3, 216 
pounds. He also has good hands 
and is an explosive runner in the 
open field. The 49ers selected 
Owens in the third round of the 
draft, the No. 89 player taken 
overall. 

And he already has made an iin- 
pression after two days of mini¬ 
camp. 

“He’s raw, but I’m only saying 
‘raw’ because he doesn’t know our 
sy.stem and exactly the way we 
function,” 49ers coach George 
Seifert said. “But as far a^ his ef¬ 
fort and the basic tools he has, he 
looks special right now.” 

Word of Owens spread through 
the 49ers so fast, that alumni 
coordinator and former 49ers re¬ 
ceiver R.C. Owens came out to the 
practice field Saturday to watch 
this new Owens perform. 

He left duly impressed. 


‘He can mk jump, he has 
speed and can feo get the ball, 
R.C. Owens sai| ‘/Arid, plus, he’s 
a Southern geiitmian.” 

(Owens, thif current player, 
often addresse.s Uders as “Sir.”) 

Learning tlnJ 49ers’ system is 
no easy task [for any receiver 
coming out of tt)llege. But it has 
been consideraWy more difficult 
for Owens, wh6 has never faced 
this kind of chalpnge. 

“He has a workmanlike ap¬ 
proach,” 49er.‘ receivers coach 
Larry Kirksey Mid. “So I’m im¬ 
pressed. Eventually, he'll hit the 
wall because thire will be a point 
when we give ilm everything that 
we do. Right m iw he’s working on 
the basics. But le’U learn it all. Ev¬ 
eryone else 'lAio’s been here 
awhile learns it p.” 

On Saturday, Owens was 
talking about tl« “mind-boggling” 
offense of the j49ers. Owens said 
his college teaiij ran fewer than 10 
pass plays. Wliile he continued^de- 
scribing his colfege system as “el¬ 
ementary,” lli^yi Uwaezuoke 
began chucklii^g in front of his 
locker next doi^ 

Uwaezuoke, ;a rookie from Cal, 
had a better liderstanding what 
to expect from fee 49ers playbook 
because his college offense was 
more soplusticiited than that of 
Tennessee-Chaltonooga’s. More¬ 
over, Uwaezuojte has spent every 
day since being drafted in the fifth 
round April 2l working out with 
Jerry Rice and .I.J. Stokes. 

“At Cal, we had a pretty sub¬ 
stantial number of pass plays and 



Uwaezuoke 


a lot of di'te- 
sity,” Uw:le- 
zuoke said. 
“The main 
ference here 
you may h 
one play, 
you have 30 
ferent fori 
tions for the <: 
play.” 

Rice was [al¬ 
ways a hero j to 
Owens. And now that Owensj is 
playing the same position as Ri 
he has been learning from 
best. 

“I’m looking at him as he’s r 
ning his routes and he’s telling Me 
key points,” Owens said r 

However, sometimes the ni^- 
sage can be overshadowed by Me 
messenger. ■ 

“It’s kind of difficult to listeiito 
what he’s saying and at the saMe 
time, you’re thinking, ’’Wow, Jm 
having a conversation here 
Jerry Rice.’ 

“It’s a pleasure to be out here 
with him, but at the same time, ft’s 
all business.” 

Owens wore No. 80 in coUt ge, 
a number he wanted because It’s 
what Rice has worn since joiiite 
the 49ers in 1985. For nW, 
Owens will gladly wear No. IS or 
whatever jersey appears in his 
locker. 

Last season the 49ers caripd 
five receivers. Only John Taylof is 
not back a year later, having ,re- 


’v||^ 


special 

tired after 10 seasons in the NFL. 
That means for both Owens and 
Uwaezuoke to make the team as 
rookies, one would likely have to 
beat out Nate Singleton or Chris 
Thomas. 

Owens excelled in the Tennes¬ 
see-Chattanooga, as a three-time 
All-Southern Conference selection. 
He holds career school records 
with 144 receptions for 2,325 
yards. His best season was in 
1994 when he caught 57 passes 
for 836 yards and sue touchdowns. 
He was even the sixth man on the 
school’s basketball team. 

“He’s an athlete is what he is,” 
Kirksey said. “He’ll develop and 
learn the system and hopefully 
he’ll pick up Jerry Rice’s habits. 
So far, he’s been a pleasant sur¬ 
prise.” 

NOTES: Bill Walsh made his 
first appearance on the practice 
field late Saturday afternoon as 
the starters were excused. Walsh, 
whose new title is administrative 
assistant, shook hands with sev¬ 
eral veteran players and watched 
the backups in seven-on-seven 
passing drills ... 

Quarterback Steve Young is 
scheduled to appear this week on 
“The Late Show with David Let- 
terman,” as the show comes to 
San Francisco ... 

Among the non-roster players 
getting tryouts during the mini¬ 
camp are former San Jose State 
quarterback Jeff Garcia and run¬ 
ning back Willie Harper Jr., the 
son of ex-49ers linebacker. 
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‘Southern gentleman’ 
to a good start — yes 


By Matt Maiocco 

STAFF WRITER 

ROCKLIN —JerreU 



learned 
icessible of 


its off 


le 


hard work from the mo; 
wiiile growing up in a single-parent hoi 
exander City, Ala. 

Although she often worked 14-hour 
food on the table for her four children, iwilyn Heard 
was around enough to get her point ;yoss to her 
oldest son. 

The San Francisco 49ers used thei 
draft pick to select Owens, a wide recei 
nessee-Chattanooga. Last month he 
year, $840,000 contract with $270,000 
signing bonus. 

Owens isn’t the sort to blow a 
change on fancy sports cars or other 
knows not to take instant wealth for gra 
“It’s a way to financially stabilize n 


ays to put 


ird-round 
•r from Ten- 
led a three- 
p front as a 


family,’’ he said Tuesday after practice j 



lege. “I just 
not looking 


now. 


value of 
ole models 
hold in Al- 


Training 

Camp 

Report 


Rocklin 


So far, he’s c 
Owens, 
pounder, 
sions durin 
minicamps 
hands. The Ixth 
nessee-Chi 


well 


iu( it in the bank. I’m 
0 get anything right 


;e chunk of 
luxuries. He 
d. 

lelf and my 
Sierra Cr^l- 


team, he’s accustomed to goii 
Owens is gaining attentic 
off the field, as well. 

Former 49ers receiver R.( 
Terrell (rhymes with Darrell 
“Southern gentleman.’’ Tlv 
dresses elders as “Sir.” Insi 
tion, the rookie believes t 
should be the standard for th 
“I feel like it’s respectful,’! 
ways taught to say, ‘Yes sir 
meetings here, a coach will 


The only hig Owens desires is a 
role as a cojributor for the 49ers. 
track. 

owerful 6-foot-3, 215- 
n#le favorable impres- 
the two off-season 
^th his speed and 
man on the Ten- 
anooga basketball 
up for jump balls, 
for his comportment 


veils, no relation to 
refers to him as a 
younger Owens ad- 
id of being an excep- 
way he was taught 
jrounger generation, 
vens said. “I was al- 
It’s funny, in 
ilayer a question, 
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lis to an un^- 
24, recorded 
and 101 penalty 
, in aU 82 games 
son. 


start Dy bouthern gentleman’ 

He wat^ impressive in his first three seasons he has ii^ersed 
exliibitioi game, catching tluee liimself in the offense and knows 
oasses for 44 yards. His sUding the intricacies better than any re- 
iSySd i|< eption at the Denver 1- ceiver on the roster, except for 


_ -1 - % 

and Re’ll answer ‘y( W'ah. 


it makes me want to tell them, 
‘You should say, sir.’ They sound 
disrespectful. But I’m not in a po¬ 
sition to tell them that, yet.” 

Larry Kirksey, 49ers receivers 
coach, knows the source of 
Owens’ genuine courtesy. It’s a 
lesson taught by Owens’ mother. 

‘Tve talked to her several 
times, and she uses the same re¬ 
spect talking to other people that 
he does,” Kirksey said. 

Owens’ mother worked hard for 
her children, holding down two 
jobs most of the time. Too often 
she wasn’t afforded the luxury of 
watching him play youth league 
games because she was busy 
earning her paychecks. Now, she 
says all the work was well worth it. 

‘‘It’s like a fantasy,” Heard 
said. “I always knew he was going 
to be special. You say it over and 
over, but when it really does 
happen, it’s better than you could 
gygj* have thought. 1 knew in my 
heart that if he kept working hard 
and treated people with respect 
that he would be a success 
whether he made it (in the NFL) 
or not. 

Hopes to see son play 

‘‘I had to make ends meet. 
There were times when I would 
not be able to send him as much 


mey as 1 would’ve liked. I would 
'~‘sf there and cry about it. But he 
’ ‘And rii^ver pressured me about money. 


He knew 1 was working as hard as 
Ilould.” 

*Heard, who has never been on 
an airplane, hopes to watch her 
sdn play at Candlestick Park this 

t Lson. His first game last Sat- 
lay wasn’t televised locally in 
Atjbxander City, but her brother 
watching, and he called her 
catch-by-catch updates. 
^Owens is accustomed to playing 
btfore crowds of 6,000 at Tennes- 
sel-Chattanooga’s Chamberlain 
Fiild. Tliere were 19,088 no- 
s^ws Saturday but also 48,577 
[ers who did attend the dress re- 
irsal against Denver. 
i|‘I was kind of nervous two days 
)re,” Owens said. “But once I 
out there, I wasn’t nervous at 
I just went out there and tried 
)e mentally prepared as far as 
assignments and what I had to 


yard linelset up quarterback Jeff Jerry Rice. 
Brohm’s live into the end zone to 
give tlie |9ers a 17-13 lead with 
3:46 remaning. 

But Oi^cns’ most impressive 
play may have come ea,rly in the 
third quilPer. And he didn’t even 
touch thelbaU. 


amfte 


A dynamfte block 

Russell Wliite took a handoff on 
a sweep around the left side. It 
was a play lliat was going nowhere 
until Owefi ^ wiped out two Denver 


defenders' 
gained 2! 
forced out 

“When 

tanooga, 


with one block. Wliite 
yards before being 
)f bounds. 

was in college at Chat- 
coaches always told 


me to be ^blocker before being a 


^ wens’ mind has been bogged 
tn for the past couple months, 
pig to fathom a 49ers’ volumi- 
is playbook. 

\ii Chattanooga, he had to learn 
k^r than 10 pass plays. With the 
lis, Owens is up to between 
and 300. Still, despite all the 
liration that comes from 
Ining a system from scratch, 
\i-\s appears to be making huge 
lies. 


receiver, 
people 
ceiver, 
catching 
utation 
being bb 
second.” 

Owens 
49ers’ No, 
the future 


Owens said. “Most 
ik about being a re- 
always think about 
ball. We had the rep¬ 
being physical and 
feers first and receivers 


being projected as the 
receiver sometime in 

_ I he door appears to be 

wide open!but the 49ers’ system 
isn’t usuaWkind to rookies. 

Nate Sagleton came to the 
49ers as aJc'e agent in 1993. For 


The past iwp seasons he en¬ 
tered the regij&r season as the 
third receiver,! and he’s back in 
that position. 

“From the standpoint of 
coming in hi rB, I would say 1 m 
the third gu^/’ Singleton said. 
“And if someone wants to be in 
that position, tliey’d have to take it 
from me.” 

Owens set to make spirited run 

Singleton was in position a year 
ago to impi QfVe on his 21 catches 
of 1994, as iqjuries to J.J. Stokes 
and John Taylor would’ve ac¬ 
counted fori a greater reliance on 
Singleton. Ilpt he broke his collar¬ 
bone in tliei sixth game, and he re¬ 
turned to play only briefly in the 
final two gii^es. 

Owens certainly isn’t counting 
himself out; of tlie running for the 
No. 3 job. He’s learning both wide- 
out spots* and believes he can 
make a ^pfirited run to play beliind 
Rice and ^bkes. 

“Yes, w, I think I have a 
chance tcjfplay, ” he said. “I had a 
great sti« Saturday in the pre¬ 
season. Igof keep showing 
them wlp 1 can do, and every¬ 
thing wilftake care of itself.” 

His nfcther taught him weU. 
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SAN FRANCISCO — The team synony¬ 
mous with quarterback controversies may 
have one brewing^at-wide receiver. 

Unless TerrpJmMZfin^Lj^ftriply turns out to 
be too good to take out of the lineup. 

With second-year man J.J. Stokes out at 
least three or four more weeks — the club 
revised its original estimate of two weeks — 
it isn’t difTicult to imagine Owens becoming 
the starter. 


Owens’ 45-yard game-tying touchdown 
pass from Steve Young with 2:08 to play is 
already more significant than any catch 
Stokes has made in his 18-game career. 

“I was going to try and go outside, (cor- 
nerback Ashley Ambrose) played me out¬ 
side, so 1 dipped inside and ran a streak.” 
Owens said. “All I had to do was concen¬ 
trate on the catch — and 1 made it.” 

Owens, a second-round draft pick from 
Tennessee-Chattanooga, finished with four 
receptions for 94 yards, but his first catch 
was one he spent the rest of the day trying 
to make up for. 

On the 49ers second possession. Owens 
caught a 17-yard pass from Young for what 
could have been a big first down —only to 
have the ball stripped by Bo Orlando. 
James Francis recovered the fumble and 
the Bengals converted the turnover for a 14- 
0 lead. 


“I’m not going to say it was a rookie mis¬ 
take because I’m a professional now.” 
Owens said. “I was looking to catch all the 
balls that were thrown to me the rest of the 
day.” 

Owens did not start because he normally 
works at the “Z” position manned by Rice, 
rather than Stokes’ “X” position. He was 
frustrated following the 49ers loss to Green 
Bay. and after Stokes’ injury, seized the op¬ 
portunity to learn the different position. 



^pot, Owens’ Stock soars 


DINOVOURNAS —Staff 

49ers wide receiver Terrell Owens reaches for a sWe Young pass ahead of Cincinnati de¬ 
fensive back Ashley Ambrose to help tie the score f^e in the fourth quarter Sunday 


“After the Green Bay game, I talked to 
(receivers coach) Larry Kirksey privately 
^d told him I wanted to be on the field.” 
Owens said. “At first I struggled with the 
offense. The plays were mind-boggling and 
m the huddle everything is going so fast 
IsomeUmes I was leaving the huddle and not 
getting ever 5 ^ing Steve Young was saying. 

' ’’But this Week I came early and stayed 
jlate to learn tlie ‘X’ position.” 

I Owens’ touchdown came as the X man, 
f^d even if he doesn’t supplant Ihean}^ 
pwaezuoke as the starter Qiere, he will 
torobably get most of the snaps until Stokes 


returns.’ 

“pwens will cause guys to fear him be¬ 
cause of his size, strength, and speed.” 
Youflg said. 

vMtokes, coming off back-to-back games 
whe re he failed to catch a pass, suffered a 
disle^ated bone in his wrist during practice 
Thq|*sday. Seifert said Friday he could be 
out as litde as two weeks, but sounded 
nioj)e skeptical Sunday. 

l|ust because of the type of cast they 
plcujed him in, it leads me to believe it’s 
goii^ to be another three to four weeks 
monc than we anticipated.” Seifert said. 













